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Proposal Text: A proposal that the National Lavender Green Caucus endorse Green Party candidate, Bern Haggerty, in his campaign for Lieutenant Governor in Washington state.

Background:
(Excerpt from a questionnaire by Seattle Metropolitan Elections Committee for Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgendered People)

3. What do you think are the most important issues facing LGBT persons in your constituency? Do these issues differ from the most important issues facing your constituency as a whole?

The problems facing LGBT persons in Washington are the same as those facing others in the State. But, GLBT persons in Washington receive less than equal treatment and less than equal outcomes. I believe the most important problems confronting LGBT people in Washington are basic equality rights, for example: A. Employment, marriage, medical, inheritance, domestic relations, and other civil legal discrimination; B. Discriminatory violence; and, fundamentally, C. A lack of proportional representation in elected and appointed public offices. The only way to guarantee that the voices of gay people are heard in government is to elect gay candidates, and the only way to elect a proportionate share of LGBT representatives is to reform our election system to guarantee proportional representation.

4. Whom would you consult to help you decide an issue that involves our community?

As Lieutenant Governor I will first consult the gay people on my staff. I will make my office an ombudsman for the rights of the
under-represented—LGBT, native, African American, Hispanic, and female voices—by incorporating the under-represented in my staff. I would also consult local and state LGBT groups, PFLAG, NGLTF, and HRC. Finally, I would look to the Libraries for ideas beyond the traditional.
Bern Haggerty

 

