
United States Reactionary Conservatism Must Be Rejected; Ignorance Is Not Acceptable 

An editorial from the April 24th edition of the Minneapolis GLBT Press by Brandon Lacy Campos

I read with significant trepidation a recent opinion piece in the Washington Blade in which David Lampo, the vice-president of the Virginia Log Cabin Republicans, describes Islam as reactionary and suggests that the United 
States, and indeed all of us, should actively oppose Islam. The raw bigotry and hatred embodied in that brief opinion piece seems to me to precisely sum up the fanaticism of the political right in this nation. What's more, it is 
indicative of a malady of internalized oppression that is festering within LGBT communities, communities that are intimately aware of the pitfalls, pain, and lasting damage of hate, oppression, and spiteful rhetoric.

At what point did we decide that in order to gain acceptance for ourselves as lesbian or gay (I purposefully exclude bisexual and transgendered individuals here who have not succumbed in the same way that many lesbians and gays have) individuals in mainstream America that we had to become champions for the vilest and most bitter exhaltions of U.S. society. As if we have come to the conclusion that if we can prove to the most reactionary elements of our society that we can be the most rabid, most vocal opponents of acceptance and inclusion we can somehow carve ourselves a place at the table.

It seems as if the logic behind conservative religious queer zealots is that if we can just redirect attention to an external enemy that we can all agree on, we will gain de-facto acceptance as allies against a greater evil. We abandon our faculties of reason for blind adherence to a warped reality praying for redemption and salvation that will never come from George W. Bush, the Christian Coalition, or the Liberty Forum.

The answer to the continued subjugation of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered individuals in this nation is not to become vocal yes-men to the powers that occupy the White House. Liberation and acceptance has never been gained by acquiescing to those who are actively creating the systems that benefit from oppression. And, do not be fooled that there is lacking a tangible benefit from the continued anti-LGBT rhetoric by the conservative right. Campaigns and candidates are still made or broken by a candidate's position on equal protection for all people regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity. Conservatives still play to the fears of rural masses and religious conservatives that queers are spreading AIDS and out to recruit children. Recent attempts by conservative Republicans in Minnesota to repeal our decade old sexual orientation and gender identity clauses in our human rights statute testify that the move to disenfranchise LGBT individuals in this nation is alive and kicking.

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgendered folks have been at the forefront of liberation movements for half a century. From Bayard Rustin, black gay socialist and architect of the 1963 March on Washington; to Faisal Alam, founder and director of Al-Fatiha, a pioneering international queer Muslim organization; LGBT people have spearheaded the way to understanding and acceptance of difference. Our legacy to the world is that we have created the space, often at the cost of our lives and families, for individuals to express themselves and challenge the normative constraints of artificially constructed gender systems and sexuality. We have manufactured discoveries and aided the proliferation of art, science, political thought, and movement building.

GLBT individuals have been fighting to fully participate in democracy for decades, and we have done much to embrace true democratic values in our organizing efforts. We are also leading the fight to overthrow the repressive and regressive systems of oppression that affect people of color, LGBT individuals, women, immigrants, youth, people with disabilities and every other disenfranchised group that makes up the wonderful composition of this nation.

It is past time for all LGBT people, conservative or progressive, Democratic, Republican, or Green, to reject hatred and to use a keen critical eye to pick apart reactionary propaganda designed to limit us all and bind our freedoms to the whims of the rich and powerful. 
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