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What Do We Want?

On September 11, 2001 four planes were hijacked, and three were used as bombs to attack the World Trade Centers and the Pentagon, which resulted in the tragic deaths of more than 3,000 individuals. On September 12, 2001 a greater tragedy occurred when the United States was hijacked by war mongering Republicans and Democrats, led by George W. Bush, which has resulted in the deaths of more than 15,000 Afghanis and Iraqis. And the death toll continues to climb every single day.

In the last two years George W. Bush has manufactured two wars, lied directly to the U.S. people in order to justify one of those wars, has failed in his objectives for both wars, and has no plan on how to end those wars and bring home the United States soldiers that he has sent to murder and to die for the interests of big business.

The "President" has presided over the largest plunge in the U.S. economy in at least twenty years, increased the deficit to record levels, and provided the largest tax cut to the rich in modern memory. He is spending one billion dollars a week on the war in Iraq, and has recently asked Congress for an additional 87 billion dollars to continue the effort, while at the same time
telling the citizens of the United States that there is no money for Head Start, TANF, universal health insurance, affordable housing, environmental protections, social security, minimum wage increases, education funding, or any number of issues facing the people of this country. That 87 billion dollars could have wiped out nearly the entire combined deficits last year of all 50 states preserving jobs and services for hundreds of thousands, perhaps millions, of people.

This must stop.

I attended the all gender HotBed Cabaret performance in Minneapolis on September 6. One of the pieces of the cabaret was a fairly amazing short documentary that interviewed a Brazilian all female feminist punk band from Sao Paulo called Dominatrix. Towards the end of the documentary, in a piece filmed in March 2003 just before the start of the Iraq war, one of the band
members said that she was frustrated that so many U.S. citizens voted for Ralph Nader in the last election, and shewas shocked that U.S. citizens are not obligated to vote. She also said that people should vote against candidates and not for candidates. Many folks in the audience cheered at her statement. I was silent and angry.

As long as individuals continue to believe that voting against a greater evil and for a lesser evil is the only option, this country will continue to allow megalomaniacal maniacs to govern. The conservative right in this country has for the last four decades clearly defined their vision for the United States and then nominated and elected candidates, which they held accountable to that vision. When an individual votes for a Republican, there is very little ambiguity in exactly what he or she expects from that
candidate in terms of political, economic, and social policy. The same cannot be said of Democrats. There are no Republicans in Congress that consistently vote with the Democrats, while there are several Democrats, Zell Miller of Georgia for example, that vote with the Republicans more than 85% of the time. And because progressives in this nation have failed to craft a compelling vision and agenda for social justice and then required and demanded that candidates adhere to that vision, conservative Democrats such as Zell Miller continue to hold office and vote for regressive and deadly measures with impunity. Any Republican that attempted to pull the same shenanigans would find herself voted out of office just as soon as the next primary could be held. This is what voting against candidates and for
the lesser evil has earned us: two major parties that have consistently enacted policy and law that have created broad social, political and economic injustice.

We have an alternative: The Green Party of the United States. Currently there are more than 170 elected Greens across the country. In 2000, more than three million people voted for Ralph Nader. The Green Party isn't a flash in the pan, nor is it an upstart party (like our own Independence Party in Minnesota or the Reform Party nationally). It is a viable alternative to the Republicans and Democrats that has laid out for itself a clear alternative just vision for the way the United States, and the world, should be. The Green Party was the only national party to advocate against invading Afghanistan and Iraq before either invasion began. And it seems as if some of the Democratic candidates for President have gotten the hint.

During the first televised Democratic presidential candidate debate held last week in Albuquerque, New Mexico, one was hard pressed to find, other than in the person of Sen. Joe Lieberman and perhaps Sen. John Kerry, any of the New Clinton centrism of the last election cycle. Instead there was a field of candidates that were quick to distance themselves from the war in Iraq and Bush's tax policies. But, with the exception perhaps of Dennis Kucinich of Ohio, nearly all of the candidates that were also members of Congress voted for at least parts of the Bush tax cuts and/or one or both of the military invasions of Iraq and Afghanistan. Watching the debate was like watching the Donkey in Green clothing.

None of us live our day-to-day lives working for and looking for what we don't want. We commit our energy to acquiring those things that we do want and that will make our lives easier, more peaceful, and more just. Why then when we go to the polls do we insist on the panic vote: voting for what we don't want. It is time that we look at our votes as a demand for a world and country we want to see and act accordingly. In the next year we have the opportunity to elect a new President, a third of the United States Senate, and entirely new House of Representatives. Let's add some Green to the Red, White, and Blue.

-Brandon Lacy Campos
-Minneapolis, MN
-September 8, 2003
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